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Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship 

Program Guidelines 2022 
(Revised 7/03/21) 

 

 

 

Overview 
In the spring of 1997, the Lilly Endowment Inc. announced a partnership with 90 

community foundations around the state to raise the level of educational attainment in 

Indiana and increase awareness of community foundations’ potential to improve the 

quality of life of the state’s residents. The partnership is known as the Lilly Endowment 

Community Scholarship Program. It is hoped that this program will encourage many of 

the state’s most talented students to attend one of Indiana’s fine higher education 

institutions and after graduation consider pursuing occupations in Indiana. 

 

The number of scholarships to be awarded by a community foundation is based on the 

population of each county served by the foundation. In 2022, Allen County will receive 

five scholarships. These scholarships pay full tuition, required fees, and a stipend of $900 

per year for required books and equipment for four consecutive years of undergraduate 

study leading to a baccalaureate degree at any Indiana public or private college or 

university accredited by the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. The 

scholarship does not include room and board or book fees for more than $900. 

 

Nominations for the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship program will be made by 

high schools in Allen County. High schools with more than 200 seniors graduating during 

the 2021-22 school year may nominate two candidates; all others may nominate one 

candidate. No alternate candidates are to be submitted. Siblings of Lilly Community 

Scholars may apply, but they will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis and will not be 

given special preference. A committee of the Community Foundation of Greater Fort 

Wayne will review applications and nominate recipients. This package contains 

information on: 

 Eligibility guidelines 

 The selection process 

 The application process 

 Responsibilities of the high school, student, and Community Foundation 

 Community Foundation Conflict of Interest Policy 

 

Enclosed is one Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne Lilly Endowment 

Community Scholarship application form, which may be photocopied.  

 

Should you have questions, please contact the Community Foundation at 260-426-4083. 
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Eligibility Guidelines 
To be eligible, a nominee must: 

 Be a resident of Allen County, Indiana. 

 Must be recommended through their high school. 

 Graduate during the 2021-22 school year with a diploma from an accredited high 

school in Allen County. 

 Successfully complete the Indiana Core 40 degree program or higher. 

 Have applied to an accredited public or private college or university in Indiana to 

pursue a full-time baccalaureate course of study by the start of the fall 2022 

semester. 

 Have a GPA of 3.0 or higher 

 Submit copy of 2020 Income Tax Return or W2 forms (for the applicant and 

applicant’s parents/guardians) and FAFSA Form (if completed) 

 

The Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne requires high schools to use the 

following additional guidelines in nominating students: 

 The student has overcome obstacles that created barriers to academic achievement 

and has since demonstrated marked improvement. 

 The student’s family has demonstrated financial need shown through completion 

of the FAFSA or their most current tax return, eligibility for subsidized school 

lunches, or other extenuating circumstances, such as multiple children in 

secondary and postsecondary school or a single-parent family.  

 The student intends to complete a baccalaureate degree within four years at an 

Indiana college or university accredited by the North Central Association of 

Colleges and Schools. 

    

Selection Process 
 Each school may use its own internal process to select nominees based on the 

guidelines described above (all students are to be made aware of the application 

and its process). 

 Schools must submit the following items to the Community Foundation by 4pm 

on September 14, 2021:  

1. Nomination report forms  

2. Scholarship application(s)  

 Interviews, if necessary, will be scheduled during late September. 

 Nomination of five Lilly Endowment Community Scholars will be made by a 

committee of the Community Foundation and approved by Independent Colleges 

of Indiana. The committee, not the schools, may select alternates. 

 Each scholarship recipient must decide where he or she will attend college and 

needs to return signed acceptance letters to ICI by February 25, 2022. 
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Application Process 
To be considered by the Community Foundation’s review committee, each high school’s 

nominee must: 

 Meet the eligibility guidelines shown above. 

 Complete (in full) the attached application. 

 Write two biographical essays addressing the following questions: 

1. What barriers have you or will you have to overcome to attain your 

educational goals? 

2. Why are you pursuing your chosen career, and what are you long-term 

goals? 

 Submit the application, and all requested material, to guidance office by school 

deadline. 

 

Students are encouraged to review drafts of their application materials with their 

guidance counselor or another adult to ensure accuracy and clarity. An incomplete 

application will disqualify the student from further consideration. 

 

Responsibilities of the High School 
To nominate a student to the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship Program, a high 

school must: 

 To the best of its ability, make the general student body aware of the 

availability of this scholarship through newsletters, announcements, and other 

media directed to students and parents. 

 High schools with more than 200 seniors graduating during the 2021-22 school 

year may nominate two candidates; all others may nominate one candidate.  

 Schools must submit the Nominations Forms and Applications to the Community 

Foundation by 4 p.m. September 14, 2021. Send your final selection(s) and no 

alternates. Alternates will be selected from the final candidates, if necessary. 

 Read and abide by the Community Foundation’s Conflict of Interest Policy. 
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Responsibilities of the Recipient 
To maintain four-year eligibility for the scholarship and stipend, the recipient must: 

 Complete the scholarship application, including an affirmation of the following 

statements: 

 
“I have not applied for another Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship in a different county.” 

 

“If I receive this scholarship, it is my intent to pursue four years of undergraduate study on a full-

time basis leading to a baccalaureate degree at an Indiana college.” 

 

“I understand that the total maximum amount of my scholarship is calculated on the basis of my 

chosen college’s tuition and required fees beginning with the 2020-21 school year.” 

 

“To assist with the processing of my scholarship payments each semester or quarter and to avoid 

late fees, I will forward to the Community Foundation immediately upon receipt all invoices for 

tuition and any eligible fees that may be covered by my scholarship.” 

 

“I will account for the amount of the special allocation spent for required books and required 

equipment with official receipts and other documentation.  I will return to Independent Colleges of 

Indiana any amount of the special allocation remaining at the end of each school year.” 

 

“I agree to notify Independent Colleges of Indiana of any scholarship awards I may receive for 

tuition or required fees from a source other than the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship.” 

 

 “I will keep the Community Foundation apprised annually by June 1 of my enrollment and 

academic status during college, by completing and returning any surveys or forms provided by the 

Community Foundation.” 

 

“Upon graduation, I will keep the Community Foundation apprised annually by June 1 of my 

education and/or employment status for at least 10 years after graduation, by completing and 

returning an alumni survey or other forms provided by the Community Foundation.” 

 

“I understand that my behavior and conduct, both in the classroom and elsewhere, is important to 

my selection as a Lilly Endowment Community Scholars. I understand that my character and 

conduct at any time prior to and after the selection process may impact my eligibility to become or 

remain a Lilly Endowment Community Scholar.” 

 

“I certify that all information on this form is true and complete to the best of my knowledge.  If 

asked by any authorized official of the Community Foundation, I agree to give documentation to 

support the information given on this form.” 

 

 Each scholarship recipient must decide where he or she will attend college and 

needs to return signed acceptance letters to ICI by February 25, 2022. 

 Submit an expense report by June 1 of each school year for all required books and 

equipment purchased with the $900 stipend. 

 Provide an official college transcript of academic standing, credit hours 

completed, and academic major to the Community Foundation in the spring of 

2023, 2024, 2025, and 2026.  

 Provide an annual graduate survey (includes job title, firm/organization, 

employment location, postgraduate work, and volunteer activities) in the spring of 

2026 to 2036, inclusive. 
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Responsibilities of the Community Foundation of Greater Fort Wayne 
 

The Community Foundation will: 

 Provide publicity and application materials to the guidance counselors of the 

accredited high schools in Allen County during the summer of 2021. 

 Appoint a community-based scholarship review committee to evaluate the 

nominations received from Allen County high schools and select the final five 

scholarship recipients and three alternates. The Community Foundation will 

notify all nominees of the results of this selection process by December 17, 2021. 

 Maintain financial records as required by Lilly Endowment Inc. and Independent 

Colleges of Indiana and follow all federal and state laws regarding scholarships. 

 Maintain contact with the scholarship recipients while in college and conduct an 

annual follow-up with each recipient for at least 10 years after graduation. 

 Read and abide by the Community Foundation’s Conflict of Interest Policy. 

 

 

It is the policy of the Community Foundation to operate without discrimination as to 

race, religion, national origin, gender, age, sexual orientation, and physical or mental 

disability in the overall administration of the Community Foundation and in the 

consideration of applications for the Lilly Endowment Community Scholarship program. 

 

 

 


